to be a king, having as a boy been elected to succeed
his father upon the latter's death. When he came to
the throne at 28, he revealed that he had been secretly
married to a Lithuanian Calvinist, the beautiful
Barbara Radziwill, and this created trouble, as she
was not of royal blood. It was two years before she
was accepted and crowned as queen. Her early and
mysterious death left a permanent mark on her
husband the king. He married again later, but never
with his heart.

The 24 years of his really distinguished reign were
marked by three things ; a splendid flowering of Polish
literary and artistic culture, much internal turmoil due
to the turbulent individualistic nobles and to the
Protestant Reformation, the struggle for Livonia and
war with Ivan the Terrible, and the final establishment
of the union with Lithuania, which left Poland at his
death in 1572 one of the greatest powers of Europe.

He was himself a man of high personal culture,
and he was favoured by the rise during his time of
such men as Jan Zamoyski, Mikolaj Rey, Jan
Kochanowski, Bishop Kromer and others to be noted
later. In his day printing received a great impetus,
Polish became a literary language, .and the. Polish
mind, both Protestant and Catholic, experienced that
liberation characteristic of and produced by the
Reformation.

The Reformation was naturally one of his greatest
administrative problems. It had spread rapidly in
Poland, chiefly among the nobles outside of Mazovia,
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